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When a savage creature known only as the Adversary conquered the fabled lands of legends
and fairy tales, all of the infamous inhabitants of folklore were forced into exile. Disguised among
the "mundys," their name for normal citizens of modern-day New York, these magical characters
created their own secret society that they call Fabletown. From their exclusive luxury apartment
buildings on Manhattan's Upper West Side, these creatures of legend must fight for their survival
in the new world.Fables is the winner of 14 Eisner Awards and is one of the most enduring
Vertigo titles ever. Here, in this new, 10th anniversary edition, is a newly colored 8-page story
from the Fables prose work Peter & Max: A Fables Novel, as well as a beautiful new cover from
series artist Mark Buckingham. 

"The writer, Bill Willingham, surprises at every turn and the art, particularly that of Mark
Buckingham, is top-notch." —The New York Times"[A] wonderfully twisted concept...features
fairy tale characters banished to the noirish world of present-day New York." —The Washington
PostWinner of 12 Eisner AwardsAbout the AuthorBill Willingham is the award-winning writer and
creator of Fables. He has been writing, and sometimes drawing, comics for more than twenty
years on titles including Elementals, Coventry, Proposition PLAYER and Fables. With Matthew
Sturges, Bill co-wrote the Fables spinoff Jack Of Fables, as well as House Of Mystery and
Justice Society Of America. His work has been nominated for many awards, including the
Eisner, Harvey and Ignatz comic industry awards, plus the International Horror Guild award.
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Jolene M. Dretzka, “A wonderful reimagining of fairy tales. Everything I wanted Once Upon a
Time to be, but wasn't. No matter what that overgrown theme park mouse says... he did steal a
lot from this comic series, just none of the good parts. I love the gritty adult retelling of tales
looking for sanctuary in a strange land. I'll be grabbing and reading the rest of this series asap.”

Ebook Library Reader :), “Really enjoyed it!. Really enjoyed volume 1, right when I was done
reading it I purchased volume 2. I’m really enjoying the characters of Snow White and the wolf.
Really excited to see where this goes! I love the writing.”

Sally M., “Great set-up to an even better series. In the center of New York City, a strange
community lives in secrecy, hiding their true natures so that they can exist side-by-side with
ordinary humans. These are the Fables, refugees from other realms -- who happen to be the
stuff of our world's fairy tales and legends. They've been driven out of their homelands by
someone known, at the moment, only as the Adversary; his troops, from what we see in
flashbacks, consist of gruesome monsters, goblins, orcs, etc -- the nastiest of the nasty, rapers
and raiders, fixed on destruction. They took over territories one by one, and over a period of a
couple of hundred years, the Fables fled, first finding their way into other realms, then finally into
our world. Most of them live in an luxury apartment building, with their businesses on the
surrounding street. Those who can't pass for human (the Three Little Pigs, for instance) live
upstate at the Farm. The nice and the naughty live side-by-side thanks to the Amnesty -- an
agreement that any Fable seeking asylum both forgive and be forgiven for any past crimes, on
the condition that they go forth and sin no more, so that wicked stepmothers, vile sorcerers, and
the like, now reformed, can live peaceably with their former victims.The first installment focuses
on Snow White and Bigby (the Big Bad Wolf given human form) as they investigate the apparent
murder of Snow's wild-child baby sister, Rose Red (this series merges the two Snow Whites,
she of the seven dwarves and she of the bear). Along the way, they introduce us to some of
Fabletown's greatest heroes and villains: Jack (of Beanstalk fame), Beauty and the Beast
(whose curse reverts when his wife gets mad at him), the Frog Prince, Pinocchio, the thrice-
divorced Prince Charming (Snow was his first wife, followed by Sleeping Beauty and Cinderella),
the formerly-murderous Bluebeard, Little Boy Blue. The interpretations of the characters,
bringing them into our modern world, are all quite clever, and sometimes surprising. Prince
Charming is pretty much a professional playboy, mooching off of the women he sweeps off their
feet (we learn that he's recently worn out his welcome in some of the royal courts in Europe).
Snow is the Deputy Mayor of Fabletown, the brains and sweat keeping the whole organization
running, while Mayor King Cole gladhands and takes care of the feel-good publicity. Beauty
works in a bookshop. The Frog Prince is Fabletown's janitor. Cinderella's profession is as-yet
unspecified, but we see her looking pretty badass, taking fencing lessons from Bluebeard.Bigby



reveals the details of Rose's disappearance at the Remembrance Day ceremony, a Fabletown
holiday on which they gather to honour those who fell defending the Homelands, to reminisce
about their lost pasts, and to pledge themselves to, someday, reclaiming their former dominions.
It's a nostalgia-fest, and some members of Fabletown are more cynical than others, but it's also
the one time when pretty much all the Fables come together -- making it the perfect opportunity
for a tell-all. There's some nice detective work going on, but that's far from the focus or
importance of the story -- what's far more crucial is what the chain of deceptions and revelations
tells us about the characters involved and their relationships.This is a great series, and the first
installment does a good job of setting up the primary characters, as well as the world in which
they operate. One of the loveliest moments is at the Remembrance Day ceremony. The official
toast is the narration for a series of flashbacks -- the first we see of the Adversary's war and the
Fables' flight out of the Homelands. It shows the struggles to escape -- in a somewhat different
art style, with more saturated colors, higher contrast, more, well, epic tableaux than the usual
style. For everything these first few issues reveal about the characters, they tantalizingly hint at a
dozen more secrets and yet-unrevealed backstories. It invests the series with a narrative
richness that I find utterly captivating -- I love the complexity of it, the threads of story stretching
backwards, forwards, and sideways. I love the spaces between, the stories left untold, the
character nuances that hint at past tragedies, scarred-over but never-forgotten.”

Robert W. Moore, “Successful rendering of a great concept. It is one thing to come up with a
great idea; it is another thing to execute it. Luckily the first issue in FABLES is a success on both
levels. As others have written, the idea is that some malevolent entity -- referred to merely as
"the Adversary" -- drove all of the legends and creatures of Fables out of their magical lands,
until they all congregated in a place where, for whatever reason, the Adversary did not wish to
pursue them. The place? New York City. There the Fables -- well known figures such as Bigby
Wolf (i.e., the Big Bad, who actually has befriended the Pigs, one of whom crashes at his
apartment), the sisters Snow White and Rose Red, Little Boy Blue, Old King Cole, Bluebeard,
Jack (of Beanstalk fame), Prince Charming, and many, many others all live clandestinely among
the Mundys (Mundanes). Their world is turned upside down when Jack reports to Bigby the
apparent murder of his girlfriend Rose Red.Just about everything in this volume is well executed
except, in my opinion, one thing, but of that in a second. All the small touches seem just right,
from the idea that magic has played a role in helping them to adapt -- the inside of Bluebeard's
4th floor apartment, for instance, opens to a space the size of a castle, not unlike Dr. Who's
Tardis -- to the ways the original character flaws revealed of the various characters continues to
play a role. For instance, Jack is still constantly anxious to get rich quick, while King Cole, the
mayor of the Fables, is quite merry, too merry to be much involved in the actual running of
government, which is left to Snow White. But oh, don't say anything to her about the rumors
about her and the dwarfs.My lone complaint with this fine book is, I will admit, not about the book
that it is, but the book it could have been. I personally think it was a mistake to turn it into a parlor



murder mystery. That is was so turning was obvious well before Bigby explicitly stated this to be
the case. The parlor murder mystery is the antithesis of noir and the hard-boiled school. Yet
Bigby Wolf would seem to lend himself far more promisingly to the latter than the rather more
urbane former. It would, of course, required a far darker story, at least in tone. And perhaps that
would have been incompatible with the folk tale origins of the various characters. But we would
have had a different denouement than the one we got. In hard-boiled stories a la Hammett,
Chandler, and MacDonald, there end up more grays than blacks and whites. The black and
white quality of the mystery in this comic just seems to clash stylistically with the very odd group
of characters. But perhaps this is all just a matter of personal taste.Still, I can't imagine many
fans of comics not being delighted with this book. I immediately ordered the next several books
in the series upon finishing this.  I want to see what happens next.”

Janos Kelemen, “Even if you're not interested in the whole series, buy this book. All the 5 issues
collected in this book are penciled by Lan Medina, this alone would worth the price! His artwork
is so refreshing, not in the sense that is über modern, but because it authentic old fashioned. It is
just so easy for the eyes, very detailed and nice character depiction. I'm, simply in love with his
work.The story itself is very well written, there are some hilarious moment in it (ex. Pinokkio) and
the 5 chapters make a complete whole.The pages are printed on matte paper, which is not my
favourite, but it produces nice quality prints and goes well with Lan's artwork and with the
colouring used. [Side note: there is a Fairest teaser at the end of the book -- I don't have the
book yet, but I do hope they use glossy paper for that, since that style needs the vibrant colour
finish!  ]I highly recommend this book.”

Oly E., “Interesting read. I thought it was good, wasn’t expensive and if your going on holiday
and like a comic, I think this is great it’s small enough to take up virtual no space in your bag!
And kept me entertained on the flight the story and artwork is impressive”

Jean, “One of My Favourite Series. This is one of my all time favourite comic book series and the
bind ups are fantastic. Really great first comic book or for comic book veterans.”

Gareth, “Wow. Bought this after playing wolf among us and it sidng disappoint and I am looking
forward to learning more about the characters in the future”

The book by Bill Willingham has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 1,065 people have provided feedback.
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